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SUBJECT: SYRIAN INTERVIEW ON FRENCH TELEVISION 

1 . SUMMARY: IN FRENCH TELEVISION INTERVIEW RE- 
LEASED LOCALLY MARCH 12 PRESIDENT ASAD RE- 
ITERATED THAT THRE AMPLE TIME TO DECIDE ON UNDOF 
RENEW AL;RAISED SPECTER OF NEW ME WAR WHILE HE 
DOWNPLAYED BUT DID NOT RULE OUT RESORT TO MILITARY 
ACTION TO ATTAIN JUST PEACE; CLAIMED SYRIA HAD NO 
NEW PROPOSALS TO OFFER VIS-A-VIS EFFORTS TO REACH 
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT WITH ISRAEL; RESTATED 
SYRIAN ATTENDANCE AT GENEVA CONFERENCE DEPENDENT 
UPON PLO PARTICIPATION IN MEPC, AND SAID ME ISSUE 
WOULD HEAD LIST OF SUBJECTS HE AND FRENCH LEADER 
PLANNED TO DISCUSS. END SUMMARY. 

2. MARCH 12 SYRIAN MEDIA HIGHLIGHTED COMMENTS MADE 
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TAPED MARCH 4 AND BROADCAST ON FRENCH TC MARCH 10. 
ASAD RAISED SPECTER OF WAR INREGION. PROCLAIMING 
THAT "ONLY (ATTAINMENT OF) IUST PEACE WILL PREVENT 
WAR," PEACE BASED UPON COMPLETE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL 
FROM LANDS OCCUPIED IN 1967 AND RESTORATION OF 
"USURPED" PALESTINIAN RIGHTS. HE LEFT OPEN 
POSSIBILITY OF ARAB "MILITARY OPERATIONS," BUT 
DECLARED THAT "THIS DOES NOT MEAN WE WANT WAR TO 
BREAK OUT OR THAT WE ANXIOUS TO CONDUCT MILITARY 
OPERATIONS." HE REMINDED HIS AUDIENCE THAT "ON 
FIRST DAY OF OCT. WAR, I SAID IN MY FIRST ADDRESS 
TO THE PEOPLE THAT WE ARE FIGHTINT TO ESTABLISH 
JUST AND STABLE PEACE IN REGION." 

3. ASKED WHETHER SYRIA WOULD RENEW UNDOF MANDATE, 
ASAD REPLIED THAT SYRIA HAD "AMPLE TIME TO DECIDE 
THAT." HE CLAIMED THAT SYRIA HAD NO NEW PROPOSALS 
TO OFFER VIS-A-VIS NEGOTIATING PROCESS IN LIGHT OF 

US VETO WHICH "ANNULLED" SYRIAN DRAFT RESOLUTION. 
HE RESTATED THAT SYRIAN ATTENDANCE AT GENEVA 
CONFERENCE WOULD DEPEND UPON PLO PARTICIPATION: 
"JUST PEACE CANNOT BE REALIZED WITHOUT PALESTINIAN 
PARTICIPATION REPRESENTED BY THEIR LEADERSHIP." 

4. REGARDING ASAD'S UPCOMING TRIP TO FRANCE, PRES. 
NOTED THAT MIDDLE EAST ISSUE WOULD BE AT TOP OF 
AGENDA IN HIS TALKS WITH FRENCH LEADER. 

5. COMMENT: INTERVIEW BROKE NO NEW GROUND, BUT 
DID SERVE TO REMIND ASAD'S AUDIENCE OF HIS BELIEF 
THAT RESPONSIBILITY FOR NEW NEGOTIATING INITIATIVES 
DOES NOT REST WITH SYRIA. 
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